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In second draft, Mann adjust lines in Brooklyn

by Jimmy Vielkind

March 14, 2012

The federal court special master in charge of congressional redistricting has released a revised set of district maps, tweaking boundaries in three counties but making no changes in the Capital Region or Hudson Valley.

The plan, by U.S. Magistrate Roanne Mann, could be adopted Thursday. A three-judge panel will convene then in Brooklyn and hear another round of objections to Mann’s draft maps, which were drawn in consultation with Prof. Nathan Persilly of Columbia University. State leaders, unable to agree on congressional boundaries, have basically washed their hands of the process and are focusing on lines for state legislators.

Mann’s first draft, released last week, combined Saratoga Springs, Amsterdam, the tri-cities and areas between into a single congressional district for the Capital Region. Rep. Paul Tonko, D-Amsterdam, currently represents the area. She bunkered it with seats in the Adirondacks and Hudson Valley, splitting in two the district currently represented by Rep. Chris Gibson, R-Kinderhook.

The changes in Brooklyn shuffle predominately African-American neighborhoods in Brooklyn between the eighth and ninth districts. Elected officials in the borough criticized Mann’s first draft for the way it treated these neighborhoods.

There are other small changes in Monroe County and the Finger Lakes. Here’s a document showing the tweaks:

1.11.cv.5632.6746199.9

http://www.scribd.com/doc/85168018/1-11-cv-5632-6746199-9 
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